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Match one of the terms below to the correct definition and example.

a. Appeal to the Crowd

b. Arguing off the Point

c. Argument Ad Hominem

d. Begging the Question

e. Card Stacking

f. Circular Argument

g. Either/Or Fallacy

h. Faulty Analogy

i. Guilt by Association

j. Hasty Generalization

k. Non Sequitur

l. Post Hoc, Ergo Propter Hoc

m. Stereotyping

___ 1.   When one event precedes another in time, the first is assumed to cause the other.  “If A comes before B, then A must be causing B.  “I knew I’d have a day like this when I saw that black cat run across my driveway this morning.”
___ 2.   This ignores differences and stresses similarities, often in an attempt to prove something. “The leader of that country is a mad dog dictator, and you know what you do with a mad dog.  You get a club and kill it.”
___ 3.   This is a conclusion based on too few reliable instances. “Everyone I met this morning is going to vote for Johnson, so I know Johnson is going to win.”  “How many people did you meet?”  “Three.”
___ 4.   Presents the reader with only two alternatives from which to choose.  The solution may lie elsewhere. “The way I see it, you either bomb them back into the Stone Age or let them keep on pushing us around.”
___ 5.  The practice of abusing and discrediting your opponent rather than keeping to the main issues of the argument. “Who cares what he has to say?  After all, he’s a wild-eye liberal who has been divorced twice.”
___ 6.  Assumes something is true without proof.  It occurs when a thinker assumes a position is right before offering proof. “I have one simple question.  When is he going to stop ripping off his customers?  Case closed.”
___ 7.   This thought pattern asserts proof that is no more than a repetition of the initial assertion. “You can judge good art by reading what good critics say about it.”  “But who are good critics?”  “The people who spend their time judging good art.”
___ 8.  This fallacy draws a conclusion that does not follow.  “He’s my first cousin, so of course you can trust him.”
___ 9.  Drawing an emotional response from a crowd by preying on its fears and prejudices. “If we don’t want a tragedy like Columbine in our high school, we need to take action and stop these liberal, do-gooders from interfering with our community.”
___ 10.  Leaving out, intentionally, important information that would change a reader’s mind on the point. “Children who live in the city live better lives because of the many opportunities available to them.”
___ 11.  This throws a “red herring” to the audience by feeding it inconsequential information. “Our soft drink is better than Coke.  Besides, Coke pays distributors kickbacks to carry it’s beverages and small companies like ours can’t compete with Coke’s cash flow.”
___ 12.  By pointing out a similarity or connection between two parties, this fallacy hopes to paint the second with the errors of the first. “Vice-President Gore can’t be trusted because President Clinton has no morals.  After all those years together, Gore had to pick up bad habits from Clinton.”
___ 13.  Defining a group by a set of common characteristics, often with malicious or offensive intent, ignoring that individuals are different. “Anyone who watches professional wrestling is obviously uneducated and easily duped.”

