English 1213 Unit 4: Free-Choice Problem-Solving Argument
Assignment Description:


In this unit, you will choose your own argument to present in an essay. This three page (minimum) argument presents not only your reasons for supporting your position but also counterpositions or refutations of the major positions that oppose your thesis.  I assign no readings from our texts this unit, but do read the link to argumentative essays I’ve provided under the UNIT 4 header on my ENG 1213 web page. All outside research must come from you. The paper must have a minimum of five academic sources with the following limitations:

1. No encyclopedias (including online versions such as Wikipedia) may count as a source. You may use an encyclopedia, but it is in addition to the five required sources.

2. You must use two print sources from our library, or another college’s library, in your essay. EBSCOhost can count as a print resource if the article you use was originally printed and not from an online journal.

You must choose a currently debated social issue and formulate a position (thesis) for making your claim that includes a solution to the problem. Use the links to current events and topics I’ve made available on the web site at http://kellimcbride.com/links.htm#topics if you are having trouble thinking up a topic. You must choose your topic in light of the following guidelines:

1. No papers about the following: marijuana, euthanasia, death penalty, gun control, abortion, smoking, stem-cell research, steroids, animal testing, homosexuality, or religion.
2. If you feel passionately about any of these topics or a closely-related one, please make an appointment with me and bring in a proposal. I am willing to negotiate if you present an informed argument.
This paper will demonstrate proper use of MLA citation.  All outlines, notes, copies of sources not in the Boren library and drafts will be submitted with the final paper.

Grading Criteria—A sufficient argument paper will:

· Be 3 pages or 975 words in length (minimum), double spaced with 1” margins in 12 point, black print using Times New Roman font

· Contain a clear and arguable thesis (problem-solving) supported with convincing evidence

· Be written with a clear plan related to your thesis showing logical order and persuasion

· Clearly show use of the basic elements of argument: claim, refutation, logic (no fallacies)

· Be addressed to a clearly identifiable target audience as evidenced in the tone, diction and selection of support material from texts and/or personal experience

· Show a strong use of voice and progression that provides clear connections between stated claims and support

· Follow standard academic English and demonstrate correct in-text and bibliographical MLA citation

· Show evidence of revision and editing incorporating instructor comments and self-reflection from the first to the final draft. 

Due by October 16th (TR) or 17th (MWF): A typed proposal (@ 200 words) of topic with a working thesis statement, topic sentences, and two sources to support your position (photocopy and attach to typed proposal).  Explain why you have chosen this topic, how it connects to your life, and who your target audience is. 
