ENG 1113: Unit Four

The Argument Essay
For the final essay, you will identify an arguable issue from The Power of Language; The Language of Power anthology or your own interests and present your position on that issue.  You should choose an issue that is narrow enough to argue effectively in 3-4 pages and with only a minimum of two outside sources.   You may do more outside research, but if you choose a topic that you know enough about, and that can be argued based on personal experience, common knowledge, and common sense, then you do not have to bring in many outside sources.  I suggest you look close to home for topics. For example, you may want to argue why a local intersection needs a stop light rather than a stop sign. You would refer to accidents, speeding, population growth, increased traffic, etc. as reasons for this change. You could choose a more statewide issue such as the ban on Texas Hold’em Poker tournaments. Currently, only Indian casinos can hold such tournaments if money is involved. In a state that allows the lottery, horse racing, and casinos, does this make any sense? You would need to do a bit of source citing on this to present the actual law, and perhaps bring in examples of arrests and testimony of experts. However, this could only be a minimal amount of research if you know something about the issue.
Please do not choose the following for your topics without seeing me in class before the rough draft is due: religious-based issues (e.g., abortion, euthanasia, prayer in school), Iraq, death penalty, steroids, or gun control. These are all complex issues that usually trip students up – I base this on 15 years of teaching, so trust me. For a list of suggested topics, visit the class web site’s ENG 1113 page and click the link under Unit 4.
Length: minimum 3 pages; maximum 5 pages.  (@ 830-1500 words)

Format: follow MLA guidelines for typed papers (see Troyka for a typed example)

Documentation: all outside sources (whether quoted or summarized) must be completely documented using MLA style.  Not doing so will result in an automatic F.

Due by Monday: A typed proposal (@ 200 words) of topic with a working thesis statement, topic sentences, and one academic source to support your position (photocopy and attach to typed proposal).  Explain why you have chosen this topic, how it connects to your life, and who your target audience is.

