ENG 1113: Unit 3: What is Your Literacy?
Kelli McBride
Readings:

· Jonathan Kozol, “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” (Power of Language)
· C. H. Knoblauch, “Literacy and the Politics of Education” (Handout)
Suggested Readings:

· Frederick Douglass, “Learning to Read and Write” (Power of Language)
· Malcolm X, “Coming to an Awareness of Language” (Power of Language)
· Edite Cunha, “Talking in the New Land” (Power of Language)
· Mary Crow Dog and Richard Erdoes, “Civilize Them with a Stick” (Power of Language)
· Ellen Ullman, “Needed: Techies Who Know Shakespeare”**

· Kelly Hartnett, “When in Doubt, Just Choose C”**

**This essay is available online at:http://kellimcbride.com/ullmann_hartnett.htm


GUIDELINES

In order to fulfill the assignment, compose an essay according to the PARAGRAPH AND ESSAY handout I went over in class. Your essay must respond to the following prompt:

Knoblauch argues that a person’s definition of literacy reflects his or her values.  Using Knoblauch’s categories, define literacy as you see it and compare/contrast it to your own beliefs/definitions. You may define your view of literacy as a composite of Knoblauch’s categories or as something completely different. When discussing literacy, you might contextualize it within an issue such as immigration, English as the national language, social discrimination, etc.
You must use information from at least 2 of the suggested readings, such as Kozol. These all deal in some way with personal literacy vs. society. You may find help by simply reading other people’s views on literacy. Ideas taken from the readings must be incorporated according to the rules of M.L.A., which your QA Compact  clearly addresses.  Note:  the content of your paper will make it clear to me whether or not you have read the assignment and engaged yourself in understanding it, and you will be graded accordingly.

In addition, you must:

· use proper tone and voice for a formal essay, not conversational or casual language.

· avoid the use of contractions.

· use strong verbs and specific words to convey your meaning.

· employ correct punctuation and grammar.

· follow page format guidelines as described in your syllabus.

You may assume that your audience for this assignment consists of intelligent, college-level readers.

Your paper must be at least 2.5 pages in length (@675 words).
ADDITIONAL

You may make an appointment with me (or email me) at any phase of your assignment to discuss any ideas or problems you may be having.  I am more than willing to look at drafts at any stage of development.  Please consult the information in your syllabus about scheduling appointments in order to do so.

You may also schedule an appointment in SSC’s Student Success Center with a writing tutor to gain valuable feedback on your draft.

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS WORTH 100 POINTS

